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AMENDMENTS TO TF t? rT ATMS 

This listing of the claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims 

in the application: 
L.1STING OF CLAIMS 

1 . Cancelled. 

2- (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim?, wherein 
formnlating a caU connection request message is initiated when the user enables 
an application featme available on said inter&ce. 

3, (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 7, wherein inputting 
call request information includes selecting call station information from a 
directory stored on said workstation. 

4 (Origintd) The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein said 

application feature prompts the desktop application to retrieve predetermined call 
station information and forward said call connection request message. 



5. Cancelled. 

6. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein said call 
station information is stored in said directory in association with a call party 
name- , 

7. (Previously Presented) A method of completing a call cormection over the 
public switched telephone netwodc (PSTN) from a desktop application residmg on 
a computer workstation, said method comprising: 

a) accepting call request information input by a user using an interfece 
provided by the desktop application; 
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b) formulatmg a call connection request message based on said infoimation 
accepted ftom said user; and 

c) forwarding Ihe call connection request message over a connectian 
established between the desktop application and a long distance service 
provider server to effect call completion by determining whether a packet 
network connection is available to the workstation and> if the packet 
network connection is not available, estabUshing the packet network 
connection prior to sending ibo request, and said connection established 
between said user worfcstation and said long distance service provider 
server includes the packet network connection and a server-specific 
communication connection. 

g (Original) The method as claimed in claim?, wherein said 

server-specific communication connection uses Distributed Component Object 
Model (DCOM) protocol. 

9 (Original) The method.as claimed in claim 7, further comprising 

a step of releasing at least the server-specific connection between said long 
distance service provider server and said desktop application when a call status 
message indicating that the call request is being processed, is received from said 
long distance service provider server. 

10. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 9, further comprising 
a step of releasing the packet network cormection if it is determined that the 
packet network connection was established by said desktop application. 

11, (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 7, wherein 
forwarding the call connection request message includes a step of forwarding a 
first message containing user identification information. 
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(Origiiial) The method as claimed in claim 11, fluther 

comprising steps of: 

a) receiving a confirmation message firom said long distance service provider 
server confirming said user identificatton information; and 

b) fbrwaiding a call request message containing call station information. 

(Previously Presented) A method of completing a call connection over the 
public switched telephone network (PSTN) ftom a desktop appHcation operatmg 
locaUy on a computer workstation having a communication connection with a 
long distance service provider server, said method comprising steps of; 

a) receiving a call connection request message at said long distance service 
provider server, sent ftom said desktop appHcation via a packet network 
coimection and a server-specific commtmication connection established by 
said desktop application between said computer workstation and said long 
distance service provider; 

b) verifying user identification information contained in said message; 

c) processing said call connection request message to enable a call 
connection based on call station information contained in said message; 
and 

d) sending a notification message to the desktop application, to notify file 
desktop application that said call coimection is in progress. 

(Original) The method as claimed in claim 13. wherein the step 

of processing said call connection request message flirlher comprises steps of: 

a) formxilating a call request packet based on said call station information; 
and 
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b) forwarding said call request packet to a call oontrofler connected to a 
time division mulliplcxed (TDM) switch, for effecting a call connection 
between call stations identified in said call connection request message. 

15. (Previously Presented) A method of completing a call connection as claimed 
m claim 13, wherein said step of receiving a call connection request message 
fiuther comprises steps o£ 

a) receiving a first message from said desktop apphcation via the server- 
specific coraiaunication connection, the first message containing user 
identification information; 

b) sending a confirmation message to said desktop apphcation via the server- 
specific communication connection, the confirmation message authorizing 
said user identification information; and 

c) receiving a second message from said desktop application via the server- 
specific communication connection, the second message containing call 
station information identifying call station locations to be joined by a caU 
connection. 

16. Cancelled. 

17. Cancelled. 

18. (Previously Presented) A system for establishing a long distance call 
connection between call stations over the PSTN, said system comprising: 

a) a long distance service provider (LDSP) server adapted to establish a call 
connection between at least two call stations in response to a caU 
connection request message sent from a registered user; 

b) a desktop application adapted to operate locally on a user workstation to 
accept input from said registered user defining parameters for establishing 
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said call connection, and commmiicate said parameters to said long 
distance service provider server in the fonn of a call connection request 
message; and 

c) a call controller adapted to receive a call connection information packet 
from said LDSP server, tased on said call connection request message and 
instruct a lime division multiplexed (TDM) switch to establish a caU 
connection between said at least two call stations; 

d) means for establishing a commnnication connection with said LDSP 
server for communicating said call connection request message, said 
means for establishing Uie communication connection including means for 
detenrdning if an existing packet network connection is available, and if 
not, establishing a packet network connection. 

19. (Original) The system as claimed in claim IS, wherein said 
means for establishing a communication connection further comprises me^ns for 
establishing a communication connection compatible with said LDSP server. 

20. (Original) The system as claimed in claim 19, wherein said 
comnumication connection is established using a Distributed Component Object 
Model (DCOM) protocols, 

21. (Previously Fresented) The system as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
desktop application supports a call station directory. 

22. (Previously Fresented) The system as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
desktop application supports a programmable speed dial feature. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
desktop application further includes means for closing said packet network and 
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communication connections when a message notifying that flie call connection is 
in progress is received from said LDSP server. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system as claimed in claim IS, wherein said 
desktop application jEurther comprises means for encrypting call connection 
request messages. 

25. (Previously Presented) A system for establishing a long distance call 
connection between call stations over the PSTN, said system comprising: 

a) a long distance service provider (LDSP) server adapted to establish a call 
connection between at least two call stations in response to a call 
connection request message sent from a registered user, said LDSP server 
further comprising a transaction component, a call connection component 
and a web server component; 

b) a desktop application adapted to operate locally on a user workstation to 
accept input from said registeied user defining parameters for establishing 
said call connection, and communicate said parameters to said long 
distance service provider server in the form of a call connection request 
message^ and 

c) a call controller adapted' to receive a call connection information packet 
&om said LDSP server, based on said call connection request message and 
instruct a tune division multiplexed (TDM) switch to establish a caU 
connection between said at least two call stations. 

26. (Original) The system as claimed in claim 25, wherein said 

transaction component further comprises: 

I 

a) means for receiving a call jconnection request message from said desktop 
appHcation; 

b) means fbr decrypting said call connection request message; and 



PA(X8/14'RCVDAT7/13/2005 3:23:49 PM [Eastern DayngtttTiine]'SVR:USPTO{FXRF 



07/1 3/2005 15 : 27 TAX 61 3 230 6706 



OGILVY RENAULT 



0009 



Commissioner for Patents Serial No.: 09/642,671 

Pages 

c) means for formatting said call comiection request message for processing 
by said call comiection component. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system as claimed in claim 26, wherein said 
desiktop application further comprises: 

means for enabling call connection features on the LDSP web server. 

28. (Origtnal) The system as claimed in claim 27, wherein said 
means for enabling call comiection features includes enabling a web browser 
application on said user workstation. 

29. (Cnrrentiy Amended) A system for establishing a long distance call 
connection between call stations over ttie PSTN, said system comprising: 

a) a long distance service provider (LDSP) server adapted to establish a call 
connection between at least two call stations in response to a call 
connection request message sent fo>m a registered user, said LDSP server 
comprising a user database; 

b) a dooktop application adapted to - (yerate locally on a user workstation ^ 
that acc e pt ^ ^cccpts i nput from said registered user defining parameters for 
establishing said call connection, determines if a pafckct network 
connection to the LDSP server is ava ilal^lft an d establishes a packet 
network cotm^tion to the LDSP server if one is not available, a nd 
coromunicateg said parameters to said long distance service provider 
server in the form of a call connection request messag e sent over the 
packet network connectiomi to the LDSP server, and 

c) a call controller adapted to receive a call connection information packet 
j&om said LDSP server^ based on said call connection request message and 
instmct a time division multiplexed (TDM) switch to establish a call 
connection between said at least two call stations. 
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30. (Original) The system as claimed in claim 29, wherein said user 
database stores user directoiy ffles- 

31. (Cnrrcntly Amended) The system as claimed in claim 30, 
further iiioluding commising m eans for synchronizing directory files residiiig on 
the user workstation with directory files asscxsiatod wit h stored in the LDSPjisa 
database . 

32. (Currently Amended) The system as claimed in claim 30, 
Mu HnrrrtTi whm p;nid liner dir e ctory filoa oro updat e d -asffi gflirther comprising a web 
browser applicatio n used to update the user directory files, and means foj 
automatically OCTfonning_a coiresponding update to directoiy files residing on the 
user workstation i s automatically pcrfbrmed r-when a communication connection 
with said LDSP server is established fiom said desktop application. 

33. (Original) The system as claimed in claim 29, wherein said user 
database stores user account information. 

34- (Previously Presented) A user workstation for establishing a communication 
connection with a long distance service provider (LDSP) server comprising: 

a) means for accepting call connection information input by a user-, 

b) means for formulating a call connection request message based on said 
call connection information; 

c) means for determining if an existing packet network connection is 
available; 

d) means for establishing a packet network connection if an existing packet 
network connection is not available to support said conmiunication 
connection; and 
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e) naeans for sending said call connection request message to said LDSP 
server, 

35. (Previonsly Presented) The user workstation as claimed in claim 34, wherein 
said means for receiving call connection information is a grs^hical user intei&ce. 

36. (Previously Presented) The user workstation as claimed in claim 34, wherein 
said means for sending said call connection request message fiuther comprises 
means for sending user identification information to said LDSP server for 
verification. 

37. (Previously Presented) The user workstation as claimed in claim 34, fUrther 
comprising means for closing said communication connection afier a call 
connection is initiated 

38. (Previously Presented) A compirter-readable memory storing program 
instmctions for instantiating the user's workstation as claimed in claim 34. 

39. (Previously Presented) The user workstation as claimed in claim 34 further 
comprising: 

means for updating a call directory supported by said desktop application; 

and 

means for effecting a corresponding update to a user directory supported by 
said LDSP server. 
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